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Georgia board of seven members has two members ex officio, three 
members are appointed by the governor from the state at large, one a 
representative of manufacturing interests, one of agriculture and one 
of labor. Ohio provides for a board of six members, all appointed by 
the governor, not more than three of the six to be of the same political 
party and all must be persons of recognized standing in business, the 
professions or industry. The state superintendent of public instruc- 
tion is a member ex officio and acts as the secretary of the board. 
Wisconsin provides for a board of nine members, all appointed by the 
governor. There are three employers of labor, three skilled employees 
who have not had employing and discharging power, and three prac- 
tical farmers. The state superintendent and a member of the industrial 
commission are members ex officio. 

A clause in the national appropriation act of October 1, 1917, pro- 
vide d that in event the legislature of 1917 failed to accept the provi- 
sions of the law and took no adverse action, the governor should be 
empowered to accept and provide means for administration, pending 
the meeting of the next legislature. Pursuant to this, the governors 
of Alabama, Idaho, Illinois, Louisiana, 21 Oregon and Virginia tempo- 
rarily accepted the act and provided for carrying out its provisions. 

D. S. Morgan. 

Indianapolis. 

Exceptional State Laws. Americanization. The legislature of 
Arizona in the special session of 1918 recognized the need for meas- 
ures which would encourage the Americanization of aliens. Provision 
was made that in any school district where fifteen or more persons 
reside who are unable to read, write or speak English and who wish 
to attend night school, the board of trustees should establish such a 
school in which should be taught the "English language, American 
ideals and an understanding of American institutions." 1 An appro- 
priation is also made for the use of the state council of defense to make 
a survey of the state as to the needs of Americanization of aliens. The 
Nevada legislature made it the duty of all school officers to provide 
instruction which should inculcate a love of country and a disposition 

21 The General Assembly of Louisiana in 1916 anticipated the passage of the 
Smith-Hughes Act and by Act of July 6, 1916, authorized the governor to accept it 
in event of its passage. Information as to the situation in Rhode Island and 
North Carolina is not available. 

1 Acts, Special Session 1918, p. 28. 
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to serve the country effectively. 2 Minnesota 3 required that patriotism 
be taught in all schools, and New Jersey 4 made an appropriation for 
additional instruction for aliens. Wisconsin attempts to stamp out 
illiteracy by prohibiting the employment of any illiterate minor over 
seventeen years of age in any school district where a public evening 
school or vocational school is maintained unless the minor attends the 
school at least four hours per week. 8 It is significant that illiteracy is de- 
fined as inability to read at sight and write legibly sentences in English. 

Public Instruction. Idaho 6 submitted to the people at the next elec- 
tion the question of abolishing the office of superintendent of public 
instruction. The same legislature authorized the state board of edu- 
cation to draw up a uniform course of study so that the fundamentals 
of the course may be covered in the minimum legal school term of seven 
months. Supplementary matter must be supplied for schools having 
longer terms, but if a pupil takes the shorter term, he receives an equiv- 
alent amount of credit for work done in the home, on the farm and in 
other practical phases of life.' South Dakota authorized the governor 
to appoint a commission of three, which shall in turn employ an expert 
nominated by the United States bureau of education to make a survey 
of the educational system of the state and to report to the governor 
by July 1, 1918. 8 

Involuntary Labor. Following the enactment of statutes in 1917 
by Maryland 9 and West Virginia 10 requiring all able-bodied men to be 
regularly employed for the period of the war, New Jersey, 11 Kentucky, 12 
New York 13 and Massachusetts 14 enacted similar statutes in 1918. 
The acts of Maryland, New Jersey, New York and Massachusetts 
include men between the ages 18 and 50; West Virginia and Kentucky 
include all between 16 and 60. All those not regularly employed in 
Maryland must register with the clerk of the circuit court. In New 
Jersey an idler must report to the commissioner of labor. In New 
York one must be able to give proof of regular employment at any 
time he is questioned by a local officer. Massachusetts requires the 
unemployed to register with the director of the bureau of statistics. 

2 Acts 1917, p. 245. » Acts, Special Sesson 1917, p. 80. 

3 Acts 1917, p. 135. 10 Acts, Second Extra Session 1917, p. 

4 Acts 1917, p. 883. 51. 

6 Acts, Special Session 1918, p. 5. " Acts 1918. Chap. 55. 

6 Acts 1917, p. 507. « Acts 1918, p. 698. 

7 Acts 1917, p. 436. 13 Senate Bill No. 951. 

8 Acts 1917, p. 307. " Acts 1918, p. 363. 
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West Virginia and Kentucky proceed as for vagrancy and those con- 
victed are required to labor on public works. In no case is sufficient 
property for support an excuse for nonemployment, but in all the 
laws especial provision is made for exemption of students during the 
school term. 

Miscellaneous Laws. Arizona 15 forbids the employment of or the 
giving of aid to anyone who is a deserter or a slacker from military 
service. The state also attempts to assist in enforcing the selective 
service laws of the United States by making it a felony, punishable 
by imprisonment for not less than one year, to sign a false affidavit in 
the matter of securing deferred classification. 16 Massachusetts legal- 
izes Sunday gardening for the period of the war. 17 Minnesota 18 pro- 
hibits aliens from owning or possessing fire arms. The Vermont 19 
legislature has empowered the commissioner of industries, with the 
approval of the governor, to suspend the operation of all laws relating 
to the employment of women and children while the United States is 
at war. New York 20 will remove from office any public official, includ- 
ing teachers, for seditious words or acts. North Carolina 21 has pro- 
hibited the use of aeroplanes in hunting wild ducks and swans. 

Idaho, 22 Minnesota 23 and South Dakota 24 statutes prohibits and 
define criminal syndicalism, as the doctrine which advocates sabotage, 
violence, or unlawful methods of terrorism as a means of accomplish- 
ing industrial reform. In Idaho it is specifically forbidden to place or 
insert rocks or metallic substance in saw logs. 26 Illinois, 110 Maine, 27 
Maryland, 28 Rhode Island 29 and Vermont 30 have enacted laws for the 
protection of property necessary to the successful prosecution of the 
war. 

D. S. Morgan. 

Indianapolis. 

Special Municipal Corporations. Thirty years ago the term "munic- 
ipal corporation" would have been taken to signify cities, towns 
and villages, and possibly counties, townships and school districts, 

15 Acts, Special Session 1918, p. 6. 23 Acts 1917, p. 311. 

16 Acts, Special Session 1918, p. 28. M Acts, Extra Session 1918, ch. 38. 

17 Acts 1917, p. 190. » Acts 1917, p. 446. 

18 Acts 1917, p. 840. 26 Acts 1917, p. 351. 

19 Acts 1917, p. 192. " Acts 1917, p. 96. 

20 Acts 1917, p. 1280. 2S Acts 1917, p. 22. 

21 Acts 1917, p. 139. 29 Acts 1917, p. 41. 
82 Acts 1917, p. 459. 30 Acts 1917, p. 255. 



